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We are glad you are with us today. 
 

We are a family of faith living and growing together in Christ.  
 
This bulletin is filled with information about the life of the church, you are invited 
to take it home for reference and further reflection during the week. Various  
updates and additional church information, along with the Pastor Tim’s sermons, 
are posted each week on our website — www.holyspirit-elca.org.  Welcome cards/
envelopes are located in the pew rack. Please take a moment to fill out the  
information and return it to the offering plate.  
 
Our sound system includes a T-system hearing loop, which allows worshipers 
with T-system compatible hearing aids to tune in directly to the worship leaders’ 
microphones for clearer sound.  There are two hearing unit headsets available in 
the narthex for use. Additionally, large print bulletins are available at the  
sanctuary door. 
 
As we worship and celebrate communion this morning we remind you that this is 
the Lord’s table.  Jesus is the host.  We are his guests.  God welcomes everyone to 
come and eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven.  Come and eat and live!  Please 
extend your hand to receive the bread, then take a cup from the tray.  Please indi-
cate if you prefer to receive a gluten-free wafer.  Those not receiving communion 
are welcome to receive a blessing.   
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Holy Spirit, please see Pastor Tim.  
Membership comes through baptism or affirmation of faith. 
 
Please let us know if we can be of service to you in any way! 

Portions of today’s worship are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20455. New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Hymns are used by permission 
through OneLicense.net License #A-712844 

Welcome visitors to LCHS!  Please scan this 
QR code to share your info with us. 
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THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  

  

 

PRELUDE     “Here I Am, Lord”      Joel Raney 

         flute:  Nancy Fencl

    
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

 the Creator of heaven and earth, 

 the Word who spoke life into being, 

 the Wind stirring the waters. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P Mighty God, lover of justice, 

C you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen.  
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 P The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

C Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN      “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light”     ELW 815 
Verses 1 & 3 
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GREETING 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C    And also with you. 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE     
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P   Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, 

 that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you,  follow 

 you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pastor Tim Linstrom 

 

FIRST READING         ISAIAH 49:1-7 

 1 Listen to me, O coastlands; 

  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 The Lord called me before I was born; 

  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

 he made me a polished arrow; 

  in his quiver he hid me away. 

 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with the Lord 

  and my reward with my God.” 

 5 And now the Lord says, 

  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

 to bring Jacob back to him, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

 for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 6 he says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 7 Thus says the Lord, 

  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
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 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

  the slave of rulers, 

 “Kings shall see and stand up; 

  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PASLM 40        Haas 

 

The Congregation sings the refrain as indicated 

A  REFRAIN 

C  REFRAIN 
 

A  I waited for You and You heard me, O God; 

  You have put a new song in my mouth; 

  A hymn of praise to the God of my salvation  

C   REFRAIN 
 

A  You opened my ear to Your word, O God; 

  You take no delight in empty sacrifice, 

  To do Your will is my life and my delight, O God. 

C  REFRAIN 
 

A  I sing of your justice, I sing of your peace,  

  I sing of Your faithfulness and steadfast love, 

  I chant Your praise in the midst of all Your people.  

C  REFRAIN 
Copyright 1988 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net 712844-A. 
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SECOND READING      1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 

  2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place 

call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

  4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been 

enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind 6 just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that you are not 

lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 

He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were 

called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 
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GOSPEL         John 1:29-42 

P   The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

P   29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom 

I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water 

for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I 

saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 

him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the 

one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have 

testified that this is the Chosen One.” 

  35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and 

as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of 

God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 

looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 

“where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 

and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was 

about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak 

and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his 

brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is 

translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 

said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 

translated Peter).  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                              Pastor Tim Linstrom 
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Please Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Here I Am Lord”  ELW 574 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,   

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    

 Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 

A    Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your 

people to work together for justice and peace, following the example of 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember this 

week. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 

 

A Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places, 

endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those 

affected by natural disasters. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
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A Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets 

who speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to 

advocate for people in need. We pray for those serving in the military and 

their families, especially Amelia Eastman, Thomas Menter (grandson of 

Louise), Dylan Utterback (son of Julie & Joel), Jim Detjen (brother of 

Mary), Dylan Glenner, Hannah Best (son and daughter of Anne-Marie 

Glenner). Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 

 

A Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, 

or illness. We especially pray for Carol Bertrand, Ruth Berman, Ethan 

Cloonan, Gordy Duprey, Elizabeth Falato, Marian McBride, Cathy 

Nathan, Darlene Neumann, Tom Weglarz, Allison Wittich, Valerie 

Farran (friend of the Wittichs), Deb Fedro (friend of Robin Saydak), 

Mick Garrison (family friend of the Fencls), Jacob Gombar (uncle of 

Jeanne Nelson), Jean Goodale (friend of Joan Roehl), Laura Hansel 

(sister of Mary Detjen), Tobey Lannert (sister-in-law of Carol Duprey), 

Vic Larson (former member), the Chase Petersen family (friends of Amy 

Dohler), Gary Ringham (friend of Nila and Arnie Bilstad), Kari, Sydney, 

and Luke Stocks (daughter in-law and grandchildren of Dorothy and Ron 

Stocks), Michael Ungari, Lenita Spears, (relative & friend of the 

Labellarte family), Coco & Lukas (grandchildren of JoAnne Schwarcz), 

Jim Wahlund (brother in-law of Chris Miller), Dana Zingrone (friend of 

Jeanne Nelson). Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every 

kind, so that all people may have abundant life. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
 

A Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of 

our mission and guide our ministries in this community. Kindle in us a 

desire to help one another. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 
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A Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with 

gratitude the faithful departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the 

end, that we may see you face to face. Merciful God, 

C    receive our prayer. 

 

A Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to 

us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C    Amen.  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always 

C  and also with you. 

All the people greet one another through the sharing of the peace. 
 

Please be seated. 

THE OFFERING    

 

MUSICAL OFFERING          “As the Dear ”         arr. Mark Hayes  

                  Adult Choir 

Please stand as the offering is brought forward.  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  that we should at all times and in all 

   places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

   our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

   Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 

   when he comes to judge the world in righteousness and so, with all the 

   saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

   name and join their unending hymn: 
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P    Blessed are you, O holy God:  

you are the Life and Light of all. 

By your powerful word you created all things. 

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, 

 his dying and rising, and his promise to come again, 

 we await that day when all the universe 

 will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
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 By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

 that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

 we may be light for the world, 

 revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C    Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P All who believe in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, are welcome at the 

 table of the Lord. Let us pray together as our Lord taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever.     

 Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

P    Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 Come to the table; taste and see. 
 

Please be seated 

COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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P  The body and blood of our lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 

 in his grace. 
 

Stand after all have been communed 

POST-COMMUNION  CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A   Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood 

you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P May the triune God, 

 who has put a new song in your mouth 

 and tuned your heart for praise 

 bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN           “We Are All One In Mission” ELW 576  
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DISMISSAL   

A Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Toccata in e minor    Pachelbel      

 
 

    

 

 

Sanctuary flowers were donated by the Fencls in honor of their children. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS —  Call to Teach: Join Our Sunday School 

Team! We need Sunday School teachers - join us for one Sunday or more! We 

have many Sundays with no teachers and would love your help! High schoolers 

are welcome as assistants. Please contact Jennifer if you have any questions or 

would like to teach or assist. Jennifer.Williamslchschildren@gmail.com 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING  — TODAY!! January 18. 

The annual meeting of Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit will be held following 

today’s 9:30 am worship service. Join us as we celebrate the past year and 

approve new council members and budget. The purpose of the meeting will be to 

elect council members, review ministry priorities, and approve the operating 

budget for 2026. All baptized and confirmed members of the congregation are 

voting members. It is important for all members to attend this meeting so we can 

have your input and to ensure we have a quorum.  

 

COOL FOOD PANTRY — You are invited to a COOL fundraiser. It will take 

place at Tangled Roots brew company and restaurant in Vernon Hills at Melody 

Farms, on Wednesday, January 21, 5-9pm. The restaurant will donate 10% of 

their proceeds during that time to COOL pantry.  

  

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY —  Join us on Thursday mornings from 10:15 to 

11:30 for a time of Biblical reflection and spirited conversation. We will be 

kicking off the new year with a study of Kelly Fryer's book, "Reclaiming the 'L' 

Word:  Renewing the Church from its Lutheran Core”. Fryer addresses essential 

questions about identity and mission within the Lutheran tradition, encouraging 

the reader to ask the questions:  Who are we?  What does it mean to be Lutheran 

today?  and Why does it matter?  Fryer's approach to our mission is inspirational, 

engaging, and challenging, so don't miss this new study, and make it a part of your 

new year! Your thoughts and opinions are valued as we learn from the experts and 

from each other. And we always close our time together in prayer.   

 

QUILTERS  —  The Quilting Ministry meets on the third Tuesday of the month 

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

PRAYER GROUP  — Our prayer group meets at 9:30a.m. on Thursday 

mornings in room 3. If you'd like to pray with us, please come! We'd love for you 

to join us. 
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ON-LINE GIVING  AND TEXT TO GIVE — Our secure online 

giving option makes it more convenient for members and visitors to 

donate. Giving is also as easy as sending a text with our text-to-give 

feature. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-573-1379.  A 

registration link will be texted back for you to enter your 

information. Tap “Process” to complete your donation. Please scan this code with 

your phone to donate using our secure online giving page.  

 

LIVE STREAM  — Our services are live-streamed and archived on 

our Holy Spirit YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/

@churchinthewoods-holyspirit or scan the QR code. Please reach 

out to Daaron Dohler or Ryan Hathaway if you have any questions.  

Without exception, Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit welcomes YOU today! 

 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit welcomes all to worship, to hear the Good News, to 

celebrate the sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service.   

We welcome new visitors, old friends, and our members;  

We welcome single, married, widowed and divorced; 

We welcome all regardless of age, sex, race, or national origin; 

We welcome all people of any sexual orientation or gender identity or gender expression; 

We welcome all people of any ability or challenge; 

We welcome all regardless of socio-economic status; 

We welcome all who are happy, sad, rejoicing, grieving, celebrating or recovering; 

We welcome all who are seeking justice and peace among all peoples and nations; 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and God’s grace. 
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Pastor:                                             Rev. Timothy C. Linstrom 

Office Manager: Ciara Crews 

Music Ministers:              Karen M. Jirsa, Bill Vaananen,  

 Nancy Fencl 

Organist: Karen M. Jirsa 

Children’s Ministry Director: Jennifer Williams 

 

Assisting Minister  Joe Labellarte  

Ushers Pam Labellarte  

Greeter Jerry Mason  

Deacons Allison Wyrwicz, Nancy Fencl 

Record Daaron Dohler 

   

Church office hours:   Weekdays.  8:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. 

Church email:   lutheranholyspirit@gmail.com 

Church Phone number: 847-945-1550 

HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS 
 
Sunday  January 18  9:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion 

   

Tuesday January 20  10:00 am   Quilters 

     4:15 pm   LYFE  

     4:30 pm   Adult Choir    

 

Thursday January 22  9:30    Prayer Group 

 

Sunday  January 25  9:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion 

     10:45am     Brass Choir   


