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WITHOUT EXCEPTION,

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE HoLy SPIRIT WELCOMES YOU
TODAY!

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit welcomes all to worship, to hear the
Good News, to celebrate the sacraments, and to share in fellowship and
service.

We welcome new visitors, old friends, and our members;

We welcome single, married, widowed and divorced;

We welcome all regardless of age, sex, race, or national origin;

We welcome all people of any sexual orientation or gender identity or gender
expression;

We welcome all people of any ability or challenge;

We welcome all regardless of socio-economic status;

We welcome all who are happy, sad, rejoicing, grieving, celebrating or
recovering;

We welcome all who are seeking justice and peace among all peoples and
nations;

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and God’s grace.

We are glad you are with us today.

We are a family of faith living and growing together in Christ. As we worship and
celebrate communion this morning we remind you that this is the Lord’s table. Jesus is
the host. We are his guests. God welcomes everyone to come and eat and be nourished,
fed and forgiven. Come and eat and live! Please extend your hand to receive the bread,
then take a cup from the tray. Please indicate if you prefer to receive a gluten-free wafer.
Those not receiving communion are welcome to receive a blessing.

If you are interested in becoming a member of Holy Spirit, please see Pastor Tim.
Membership comes through baptism or affirmation of faith. Welcome cards/envelopes
are located in the pew rack. Please take a moment to fill out the information and return it
to the offering plate. Various updates and additional church information, are posted each
week on our website — www.holyspirit-elca.org.

Please let us know if we can be of service to you in any way!

Welcome visitors to LCHS! Please scan this
QR code to share your info with us.

Hearing Loop
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

PRELUDE “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” Joel Raney

CALL TO WORSHIP

P
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

A ™

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,

whose name 1s majestic in all the earth,

who rescues and heals in every time of trouble,
who does all things well.

Amen.

Let us come before God, seeking forgiveness and life.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and saving God,

have mercy on us.

In so many ways we cause or suffer brokenness:

envy, ambition, conflict, boasting, hard hearts, lashing tongues,
dishonor for the poor.

In your compassion, forgive our sins and heal our hurts.

Bring forth from us a harvest of righteousness,

the fruits of gentleness and peacemaking,

the sheaves of wisdom and justice;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the name of Jesus, the Son of God, receive mercy and find grace in
your time of need. Your transgressions are forgiven; God’s love is
healing balm for your wounds. Continue to pray for one another; care for
those who are wandering; and seek the good, that you may live.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  “Christ the Lord Has Risen Today, Alleluia” ELW 369
Verse 1,2 & 4
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GREETING
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Tim Linstrom
FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

*2 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
* Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all
things in common; ** they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. *® Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.

A The Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.
PSALM 116 Marty Haugen
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23
Music: SHEPHERD ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music @ 1986 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638, www_giamusic.com. 800442 3358,

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25
1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain
while suffering unjustly. *° If you endure when you are beaten for doing
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer
for it, this is a commendable thing before God. *' For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you should follow in his steps.

2 «He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

2 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins,
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. **
For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

A The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL VERSE
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - a.

GOSPEL John 10:1-10

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ° They will
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know
the voice of strangers.” ° Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did
not listen to them. ° I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and
will come in and go out and find pasture. ' The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

SERMON Pastor Tim Linstrom



Please Stand

HYMN OF THE DAY “At the Lamb High Feast” ELW 362
Verse 1,2,7, 8
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5 Mighty victim from the sky,
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie;
you have conquered in the fight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,
and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 18141868, alt.
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Please be seated

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and
guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and
prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love
and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the
wonders of your creation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and
advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the
temptation of violence or vengeance. We pray for those serving in the
military and their families, especially Amelia Eastman, Thomas Menter
(grandson of Louise), Dylan Utterback (son of Julie & Joel), Jim Detjen
(brother of Mary), Dylan Glenner, Hannah Best (son and daughter of
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Anne-Marie and Jonathan Glenner), and Luke Livingston (grand-nephew
of Scott and Jan Schwanke). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who
are ill or injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. We
especially pray for Carol Bertrand, Ruth Berman, Gordy Duprey,
Elizabeth Falato, Marian McBride, Cathy Nathan, Tom Weglarz,
Allison Wittich, Valerie Farran (friend of the Wittichs), Deb Fedro
(friend of Robin Saydak), Kat David, Jacob Gombar (cousin and uncle
of Jeanne Nelson), Mick Garrison (family friend of the Fencls), Laura
Hansel (sister of Mary Detjen), Tobey Lannert (sister-in-law of Carol
Duprey), the Chase Petersen family (friends of Amy Dohler), Gary
Ringham (friend of Nila and Arnie Bilstad), Kari, Sydney, and Luke
Stocks (daughter in-law and grandchildren of Dorothy and Ron Stocks),
Michael Ungari, Lenita Spears, (relative & friend of the Labellarte
family), Coco & Lukas (grandchildren of JoAnne Schwarcz), Jean
Goodale, Sandy Sturt, and Alex Trachtenberg (friends of the Roehls).
Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the
dying. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us
into a community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before
us and fill our cups to overflowing. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now
dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
and also with you.

All the people greet one another through the sharing of the peace.

Please be seated

THE OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

“Feed My Lambs ”

Please stand as the offering is brought forward
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A

C

Merciful God,

Sleeth-Fettke

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day

when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take
away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn.
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Blessed are you, O holy God:

you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness

and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising, and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe

will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal,

that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world,

revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P All who believe in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
are welcome at the table of the Lord.
Let us pray together as our Lord taught us.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
P Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
C Amen.
Please be seated
COMMUNION CANTICLE
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
Strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen
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Please Stand
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A

C

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

BENEDICTION

P

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW 789
Verse 1,2 & 4
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2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 EBar-ly let wus seek your fa - vor, wear -ly let us do your will;
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keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a- stray.
you have mer-cy to re-lieve us, grace to cleanse,and pow’r to free.
bless -ed Lord and on -ly Sav -ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
o>
rppegse de e oo .
e —— R e
0| frm— | | |
g D I ’l_ I I i i i I I I
) ' L-_.,] 4 s ’ y | g vhi
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “At the Lamb’s High Feast” Burkhardt

GOOD SHEPHARD SUNDAY APRIL 26 — Lutheran Social Services of
[llinois (LSSI) has designated “Good Shepherd" Sunday as a "Giving Sunday" for
all their important ministries. One in 30 people in Illinois have been impacted by
the services LSSI provides and they are the largest social services agency in the
state, currently serving nearly 100,000 people. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, cared
for his sheep by feeding them, and healing them, and by reconciling them to
themselves, their families, and their communities. Through LSSI, the love of
Jesus continues to transform lives of people in need. We will be taking up a
special offering on this Sunday for LSSI, so please consider giving generously to
the vital ministries that Lutherans provide for people throughout our state.
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" OPEN DOORS.
T STRONG ROOTS.

Capital Campaign 2026 - This Sunday will be our "Invitation Sunday", and it is
designated that way because you will be "invited" to participate in our Capital
Campaign "Open Doors, Strong Roots". Every three years we make a specific
appeal to our Building Fund that allows us to meet our mortgage payments and to
complete a number of capital improvements to our property and grounds. This
Sunday you will receive a packet of materials to learn more about our building
fund and what it supports. There will also be a brief presentation for those who
were unable to join us last night with a question and answers session.

Just for clarification, the Capital Campaign for our building fund, is separate from
our annual Stewardship Drive. Our Stewardship Drive is a response to all of what
God has given us, where we ask ourselves, "What percentage of my income am |
committed to giving back to God for God's mission and ministry?" Every year in
the fall, we have a stewardship drive to make our commitments for the coming
year.

The Capital Campaign is aimed at paying off our mortgage, for urgent needs, and
other projects related to our building and property. It is more of a fundraiser to
pay for specific building projects, and you are invited to participate in both.

As we recommit to another three year plan, we will need your help to make this
appeal a successful one. Please join us for our campaign presentation following
the service and complete your appeal commitment card and return it to the church
office. And thank you for all your support to make Holy Spirit a church with
Open Doors, and Strong Roots!

Thursday Bible Study - Join us on Thursday mornings from 10:15 to 11:30 for a
time of Biblical reflection and spirited conversation. Our next unit will be
studying the Book of Acts, and how the Holy Spirit was poured out into followers
of Christ to speak boldly, bring people together to form churches, and reach out to
others as the first missionaries of the church. As we examine the beginnings of
the church, we find meaningful connections between the early church and the
church today. Everyone is welcome as we learn from the experts and each other,
and we always close our time together in prayer.




WORSHIP RUNS ON VOLUNTEERS (and grace) — We’re looking for
friendly faces to serve as Greeters, Ushers, Communion Deacons and Assisting
Ministers. Training is provided, schedules are flexible and you’ll never be thrown
in without support. Sign up at: www.holyspirit-elca.org/volunteer Questions?
Contact Allison Wyrwicz at 704-491-4446 or email

allison.wyrwicz@gmail.com .

QUILTERS — The Quilting Ministry meets on the third Tuesday of the month
at 10:00 a.m.

COOL FOOD PANTRY — The April donation item is snack foods and pasta.

PRAYER GROUP_— Our prayer group meets at 9:30a.m. on Thursday
mornings in room 3. If you'd like to pray with us, please come! We'd love for you
to join us.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY — Join us on Thursday mornings from 10:15 to
11:30 for a time of Biblical reflection and spirited conversation. Our next unit
will be studying the Book of Acts, and how the Holy Spirit was poured out into
followers of Christ to speak boldly, bring people together to form churches, and
reach out to others as the first missionaries of the church. As we examine the
beginnings of the church, we find meaningful connections between the early
church and the church today. Everyone is welcome as we learn from the experts
and each other, and we always close our time together in prayer.

ON-LINE GIVING AND TEXT TO GIVE — Our secure online
giving option makes it more convenient for members and visitors to
donate. Giving is also as easy as sending a text with our text-to-give
feature. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-573-1379. A
registration link will be texted back for you to enter your information.
Tap “Process” to complete your donation. Please scan this QR code with your
phone to donate using our secure online giving page.

LIVE STREAM — Our services are live-streamed and archived on
our Holy Spirit YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/
(@churchinthewoods-holyspirit or scan the QR code. Please reach out
to Daaron Dohler or Ryan Hathaway if you have any questions.
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Sunday April 26

Sunday May 3

HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS

9:30 am
10:45 am
10:45 am

Tuesday April 28 4:15 pm

4:30 pm
4:30 pm

Thursday April 30 9:30 am

10:15 am

9:30 am

10:45 am

Pastor:

Office Manager:

Music Ministers:

Organist:

Children’s Ministry Director:

Assistant Minister
Ushers

Greeters
Communion Deacons
Live Streaming

Church office hours:
Church email:
Church Phone number:

Invitation Sunday

Service of Holy Communion
Open Doors Strong Roots Presentation
Bell Choir

LYFE
Confirmation
Adult Choir

Prayer Group
Bible Study

Confirmation Sunday

Service of Holy Communion &
Affirmation of Baptism
Brass Choir

Rev. Timothy C. Linstrom
Ciara Crews

Karen M. Jirsa, Bill Vaananen,
Karen M. Jirsa

Jennifer Williams

Weekdays 8:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
lutheranholyspirit@gmail.com
847-945-1550



