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We are glad you are with us today. 
 
We are a family of faith living and growing together in Christ.  
 
This bulletin is filled with information about the life of the church, you are invited to 
take it home for reference and further reflection during the week. Various  
updates and additional church information, along with Pastor Tim’s sermons, are 
posted each week on our website — www.holyspirit-elca.org.  Welcome cards/envel-
opes are located in the pew rack. Please take a moment to fill out the  
information and return it to the offering plate.  
 
Our sound system includes a T-system hearing loop, which allows worshipers with T-
system compatible hearing aids to tune in directly to the worship leaders’ micro-
phones for clearer sound.  There are two hearing unit headsets available in the 
narthex for use. Additionally, large print bulletins are available at the  
sanctuary door. 
 
As we worship and celebrate communion this morning we remind you that this is the 
Lord’s table.  Jesus is the host.  We are his guests.  God welcomes everyone to come 
and eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven.  Come and eat and live!  Please extend 
your hand to receive the bread, then take a cup from the tray.  Please indicate if you 
prefer to receive a gluten-free wafer.  Those not receiving communion are welcome 
to receive a blessing.   
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Holy Spirit, please see Pas-
tor Tim.  Membership comes through baptism or affirmation of faith. 
 
Please let us know if we can be of service to you in any way! 
 

Welcome visitors to LCHS!  Please scan this QR code to share your info with us. 
 
Portions of today’s worship are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20455.  New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Hymns are used by permission through  
OneLicense.net License #A-712844
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 
 

 
PRELUDE  “Will You Come and Follow Me”     arr. Mark Hayes       

  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
C Amen.   
 
P Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Compassionate God, 
C we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 



GATHERING  HYMN  “Will You Come and Follow Me”  ELW 798  
Verses 1, 2, & 5



GREETING 
P From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  

grace and peace be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the  

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen  
 

Please be seated. 
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Tim Linstrom 
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FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 15 O Lord, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart, 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O Lord, God of hosts. 
 17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 19 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20 And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the Lord. 
 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not 
lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient 
in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
pursue hospitality to strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with 
one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 
be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought 
for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap 
burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL  Matthew  16:21-28 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
P 21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,]  

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be 
killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 
you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I 
tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
SERMON Pastor Tim Linstrom 

 
Please Stand 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” ELW 802 

Verses 1, 2, & 4
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    
Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A   For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the  

love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross 
and follow you in faith. Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer.   
 
A For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth  

may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, 
and other disasters. Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer.   
 
A For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one  

another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all 
who work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence.We pray for those 
serving in the military and their families, especially Amelia Eastman, 
Thomas Menter (grandson of Louise), Dylan Utterback (son of Julie & 



13

Joel), Jim Detjen (brother of Mary), Dylan Glenner, Hannah Best (son and 
daughter of Anne-Marie and Jonathan Glenner), Luke Livingston (grand-
nephew of Scott and Jan Schwanke), and Nicholas Gawor (friend  of the 
Weglarz's) Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking 
organizations. Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer.   
 
A  For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have  

safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who 
bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit (especially). We especially pray for 
Carol Bertrand, Ruth Berman, Gordy Duprey, Elizabeth Falato, 
Marian McBride, Cathy Nathan, Ron Stocks, Tom Weglarz, Allison 
Wittich, Paul Stortz and Larry Bartylla (uncles of Kelly Wittich), Deb 
Fedro (friend of Robin Saydak), Grace Nelson, Kat David (granddaughter 
and cousin of Jeanne & Barry), Mick Garrison (family friend of the 
Fencls), Laura Hansel (sister of Mary Detjen), Larry and Lorraine 
Mulvaney (Friends of the Weglarzs), the Chase Petersen family (friends of 
Amy Dohler), Reggie Spears (friend of Pam and Joe Labellarte), Kari, 
Sydney, and Luke Stocks (daughter in-law and grandchildren of Dorothy 
and Ron Stocks), Michael Ungari, Lenita Spears (relative & friend of the 
Labellarte family), Coco & Lukas (grandchildren of JoAnne Schwarcz).  

 
A For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in  

faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other 
meetings toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. 
Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer.   
 
A For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide  

the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to 
come. Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer.   
 
A Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we  

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C   Amen.  
 



Please Stand 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always 
C and also with you. 
All the people greet one another through the sharing of the peace 
 
Please be seated 
THE OFFERING      
     
MUSICAL OFFERING     “Make Me a Servant”      arr. Carl Seal 
            
Please  stand as the offering is brought forward 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and  
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin,  who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has 
brought us to eternal life.   And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection,  with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

P You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God, everything is filled with  
your glory. We give you thanks for your promise and presence which have 
sustained the faithful in this and every generation. Above all, we give you 
thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word and deed announced your gentle 
rule of justice, reconciliation and peace. On the night of his betrayal 
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his 
disciples saying;  Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   
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After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his 
command to love one another, his life and death, his resurrection and his 
ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we cry; 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may  
come to us and your whole creation. 
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P This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P  All who believe in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, are welcome at the 

table of the Lord. Let us pray together as our Lord taught us. 
C  Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.   
Amen. 
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COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION  
P Heaven has come near. 

Come, share in the feast! 
C Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
COMMUNION  CANTICLE  



Stand after all have been communed. 
P The body Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
C Amen 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “Lift High the Cross’ ELW 660 

Verses 1, 2, & 3
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL  
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE “Lift High the Cross”        Donald Busarow   

 
    –––––––––– 

 
 

Sanctuary flowers were donated by the Labellarte’s in memory of parents and family. 
 



SPIRIT DAY —  Sunday September 13th 
Join us after our 9:30 a.m. worship service as we kick off a new season at Holy 
Spirit with our annual "Spirit Day" celebration. This years Spirit Day will be a tail 
gate party so bring some food and snacks to share as we celebrate the mission of 
our church. There will be games and activities including a bouncy house for the 
kids. This will be a time of food, fellowship, and celebration. We encourage you to 
invite family and friends to attend.  
 
CHURCH WORK DAY  —  Saturday September 12th, 8 am to 12pm 
There are always cleaning and maintenance tasks that need to be performed at our 
wonderful facility. But we need everyone to pitch in as they can. Join us on 
Saturday Sept 27th between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. and lend a hand. If you're 
looking for service hours or a family service project, this is a great option.  
 
BLOOD DRIVE —  Sunday September 20th  
Neighbors need neighbors. Give blood, save lives and strengthen your community 
with Versiti on September 20th at LCHS from 8am-noon. Walk-ins are welcome 
and appointments are also available. A link to make an appointment can be found 
on the church website: www.holyspirit-elca.org. Be sure to tell your family, friends 
and neighbors.  
 
TIME TO JOIN THE CHOIR  — Now is the perfect time to join the choir! We 
are looking for new members who enjoy singing and want to be part of our music 
ministry. No audition is required.  Singers in 8th grade and older, of all experience 
levels are encouraged to sing with the Adult Choir.  Rehearsal Schedule: Tuesdays, 
4:30 PM in the Sanctuary and Sundays, 8:30-9:15 AM in the Choir Room. 
Rehearsals Begin: Tuesday, September 8th.   For more information or to sign up, 
please contact Karen Jirsa. 
 
HANDBELL RINGERS NEEDED — Do you enjoy music and want to be part of 
a fun musical group? Our Adult Handbell Choir is looking for new ringers for the 
upcoming season!  If you are in 8th grade or older, we invite you to join us and 
share your musical talents. No prior handbell experience is required. Basic note-
reading skills are helpful, but we are happy to teach you everything you need to 
know.     Rehearsals: 2 Sundays a month - 10:45-11:30am Come ring with us and 
make a joyful noise together!For more information or to sign up, please contact 
Karen Jirsa. 
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http://www.holyspirit-elca.org
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STRING TRIO CANDLELIGHT EXPERIENCE  — September 5th  
An evening of music featuring a string trio performing songs by 
ABBA. This is not a private event and tickets are offered to the 
public through the Lumos website. A link to ticket sales can also be 
found on the church website at www.holyspirit-elca.org. There will 
be 2 performances 1st performance is at 6:30 (doors open at 

5:45pm), the 2nd performance is at 8:30 (doors open at 7:45pm). Please plan ahead 
as sections are selling out.  
 
PRAYER GROUP  — Our prayer group meets at 9:30a.m. on Thursday mornings 
in room 3. If you'd like to pray with us, please come! We'd love for you to join us. 
 
QUILTERS  —  Quilting Ministry meets at 10:00 a.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. 
 
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY —  Join us on Thursday mornings from 10:15 to 
11:30 for a time of Biblical reflection. Having taken a short break, our Bible study 
will resume on September 10th as we begin our study of Diana Butler Bass’ book 
“Christianity after religion: The end of church and the birth of a new spiritual 
awakening”. Bass offers a fresh interpretation of the the “spiritual but not 
religious” trend that shares a hope filled vision for a renewed faith that stays true to 
the real message of Jesus. Your thoughts and opinions are valued as we learn from 
the experts and each other, so don’t miss this opportunity to grow in understanding 
and faith. We always close our time with a prayer 
 
ON-LINE GIVING  AND TEXT TO GIVE —  Our secure online giving option 

makes it more convenient for members and visitors to donate. 
Giving is also as easy as sending a text with our text-to-give feature. 
Text the amount you want to donate to 844-573-1379. A registration 
link will be texted back for you to enter your information. Tap 

“Process” to complete your donation. Please scan the QR code with your phone to 
donate using our secure online giving page.  
 
LIVE STREAM  —  Our services are live-streamed and archived  on our Holy 

Spirit YouTube Channel at ww.youtube.com/@churchinthewoods-
holyspirit or scan the QR code. Please reach  out to Daaron Dohler 
or Ryan Hathaway if you have any questions. 



 
HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS 

 
 

Sunday  August 30 9:30 am Service of Holy Communion 
  
Tuesday September 1 4:15 pm LYFE 
 
Thursday September 3 9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
Saturday September 5 Lumos String Trio Evening Performances 
 
Sunday  September 6 9:30 am Service of Holy Communion 

 

Pastor                                        
Office Manager  
Youth Choir Director: 
Adult Choir Director and Organist 
Children’s Ministry Director  
 
Assistant Minister 
Ushers  
Greeters 
Communion Deacons  
Live Streaming 

  
Church Office Summer Hours:   
 
Church email:  
Church Phone number: 

Rev. Timothy Linstrom  
Ciara Crews 

Bill Vaananen,  
Karen M. Jirsa 

Jennifer Williams 
 
 

Colby Yonchiuk, Corey Kalas  
Allison Wyrwicz  

Mary Lou Gilliam, Trudy Bettiker   
 Ryan Hathaway 

 
 

Monday—Thursday  8:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30-12:00 p.m.  

lutheranholyspirit@gmail.com 
847-945-1550 


