Lutheran Church
of the Holy Spirit
30 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

June 2022

Pentecost & Music Sunday
June 5
9:30 AM

Pentecost Sunday, is the day we celebrate the birthday of the Christian Church. The tradition is to
wear Red, which is also the liturgical color for this special day. This is the day we also decorate our
sanctuary with the hanging of red blooms reminding us of the burst of the Holy Spirit’s presence that
first Pentecost.
This is also the end of the season for our choirs as they take a break for the summer, so we
traditionally have special music to celebrate our musical gifts. We give thanks to God for the choirs
and musicians of our congregation, for their time and talents, and their leadership in worship, as they
help us all appreciate the depth and grandeur of God. We give special thanks to Kathy Roderer,
organist, pianist, and accompanist; Mike Duffy, Music Director of the adult choir and bell choir; Bill
Vaananen, Youth Choir Director and composer, Patrick Cantagallo, leader of our brass, and Nancy
Fencl, Cherub Choir Director. We are blessed by your leadership in praising God.

A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
As we enter into the summer months and the season of Pentecost in the church, we remember how the
coming of the Holy Spirit transformed the lives of those first disciples of Jesus, and sent them on a
journey that spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to all parts of the world. In the past month we’ve
seen the Spirit at work in our church through baptism as a young child becomes a member of the body of Christ, through confirmation as youth affirm
their baptism and commit themselves to living in faith, and through a
memorial service as we celebrate the journey one of our faithful
departed members made from this life to the next.

And we also see the Spirit at work as we celebrated Mother’s Day and look
forward to celebrating Father’s Day, as we lift up the faithful, dutiful work,
that parents provide, and the love they give, the commitment they offer, and
sacrifice they make to raise their God-entrusted children. And in the same
way we celebrate everyone’s vocation or calling and all that goes with it, as
we journey through this gift of life, accompanied by the Holy Spirit.
Evelyn Underhill is one of the outstanding writers on mysticism of our era. She offers a parable of the
spiritual journey that is rather fitting as we enter into this season of the Spirit. She writes that the spiritual
journey is like the migration of English sparrows, each weighing about an ounce and a quarter, who twice
each year take off into the unknown, committing themselves to the air and flying over the ocean where
there are no landmarks to give them any guidance. And yet without any hesitation, every fall, thousands
of them take off, and in the spring, thousands return undergoing the same hazards.
This migration, she claims, is a good example of what the spiritual journey is all about. We have no idea
of where we are going. There are all kinds of difficulties we cannot foresee. The birds commit themselves to the elements by way of blind trust in their instinct. The spiritual journey is basically a surrender
in blind trust to our conviction that what we hope to find on the journey we either already have or will
certainly find. But there is no guarantee that we will arrive safely on the basis of the evidence or our
circumstances. We must let go and let the wind (the Holy Spirit) take us where we hope to go ... There is
no turning back once we have started because the sky is a big place, and we had better stay with the
flock.
The image of these little English sparrows fighting storms and winds to get to their destination is a
moving symbol of our own situation and circumstances. The movement, call or attraction that God has
given us is a promise that is just as reliable as the instinct of the birds as they surrender to their migratory
instinct. Instead of surrendering to a migratory instinct, we surrender to God's transforming process.
So, trusting in the promise of Holy Spirit, let’s all take off and fly! An incredible journey still lies ahead!
Trusting that the Holy Spirit will take us where we need to go, and knowing that God’s transforming love
will shape us into everything we could ever even hope to be, let’s embrace the moment and fly with the
wind.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Tim
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Quilters
The quilting ministry meets on the third Tuesday of every month. No experience necessary to join them.

Meet & Greet
We reserve the last Sunday of the month at 9:30 AM for a special time of fellowship as we gather as a family
of faith to renew, sustain, and form new friendships.

Prayer Group
Our prayer group meets at 9:30 AM every Thursday morning in the sanctuary as we lift up those in need of
prayer. Join us as you are able.

EXPOS
We are taking a break for the summer. Our next meeting will be on September 13.

Thursday Bible Study — Weekly 10:15-11:30 AM
We are studying Richard Rohr's book, "The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality can Change Everything
We See, Hope For, and Believe". Drawing on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Rohr articulates a
transformative view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God's constant, unfolding work in the world. "God loves
things by becoming them," he writes, and Jesus' life was meant to declare that humanity has never been
separate from God. When we recover this fundamental truth, faith becomes less about proving Jesus was
God, and more about learning to recognize the Creator's presence all around us and in everyone we
meet. Join us as we delve into how our faith informs our dealing with the challenges of today. We always
close out time together in prayer.

Prayer Concerns
We freshen prayer concerns after 3 weeks so the list remains current. Please remember to email Laurie in
the church office at lutheranholyspirit@gmail.com when prayer concerns change or to update your
request.

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
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Children’s Ministry News
by Jennifer Williams, Children’s Ministry Director - jennifer.williamslchschildren@gmail.com

Sunday School
We enjoyed our last meeting together! We had donuts and learned about “The Great Commission”.
If anyone would like to assist our teaching team next fall, please let me know!

Tuesday LYFE
We have had a blast this year! We wrapped up our season with a family pizza party! Please consider having
your child in grades 2-6 join us next year. We have so much fun, learn a ton and make great friends. If you’d
like information catch Jennifer on a Sunday or email her at jennifer.williamslchschildren@gmail.com.

Summer Activities
Our Summer season of fun, family and service has something for everyone! All events are open to everyone:
June 22: “S’Mores and More”....... Let’s meet at church for a fire pit with S’Mores and activities. We’ll gather
from 6:30-8:00 PM. Bring a friend.
July 20: Join us offsite at Bernie’s Books for a service project from 4:30-6:00PM. All are welcome! We have
a reservation, everyone who’d like to attend must email Jennifer for paperwork that needs to be completed
in advance.
August 1: TBD stay tuned for more info.
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Lutheran Day Nursery Returns with Us to Ryerson
We Need Volunteers
After a 2-year COVID hiatus, our young friends from Lutheran Day Nursery will be visiting with us on
June 16 for a morning at Ryerson Woods, followed by lunch and play at LCHS. Volunteers of all ages
will be needed to walk in the woods with the preschoolers, help with lunch preparation and service,
and enjoying time on the playground with our visitors. Sign up in the narthex or online by using the
following link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aaba628aa8-lutheran. Please contact
Donna Williams at 847-331-7651 or rdrjwilliams@att.net with any questions.
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A Prayer in Times of Violence
Another mass shooting in our nation at an elementary school in Texas breaks our hearts, and we seek
deliverance as we ask why. Why such violence, to these innocent children? Why have there been 30
mass shootings in our nation this year when the year isn’t even 30 weeks old. And we also mourn for the
victims of war in Ukraine and throughout the world. In times like these we lift our concerns to God, as we
look for hope in the midst of mourning. May justice be done so that evil may not prevail. May those who
weep find refuge in God’s presence. The 5th Psalm speaks to our concerns in times like these, and I invite
you to join me this month in praying the 5th Psalm:
1

Listen to my words, Lord,
consider my lament.
2
Hear my cry for help,
my King and my God,
for to you I pray.
3

In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice;
in the morning I lay my requests before you
and wait expectantly.
4
For you are not a God who is pleased with wickedness;
with you, evil people are not welcome.
5
The arrogant cannot stand
in your presence.
You hate all who do wrong;
6
you destroy those who tell lies.
The bloodthirsty and deceitful
you, Lord, detest.
7
But I, by your great love,
can come into your house;
in reverence I bow down
toward your holy temple.
8

Lead me, Lord, in your righteousness
because of my enemies—
make your way straight before me.
9
Not a word from their mouth can be trusted;
their heart is filled with malice.
Their throat is an open grave;
with their tongues they tell lies.
10
Declare them guilty, O God!
Let their intrigues be their downfall.
Banish them for their many sins,
for they have rebelled against you.
11
But let all who take refuge in you be glad;
let them ever sing for joy.
Spread your protection over them,
that those who love your name may rejoice in you.
12

Surely, Lord, you bless the righteous;
you surround them with your favor as with a shield.
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Let’s Have Fun!
Buffalo Grove PRIDE Parade
Sunday, June 5th beginning at 11:00 AM
Come represent LCHS and have fun at this familyfriendly event. The parade returns to a ‘traditional’
format this year so we will walk the parade route
(strollers and wagons are welcome) To RSVP: contact
Jen Prosk at jep7513@gmail.com or 312.203.3515

A Walk in the Woods
Join us on Saturday, June 4 for a Nature Walk with a naturalist at Ryerson Conservation Area. Please sign up in
the narthex as space is limited to 25 people. We will meet at 1 PM in the Welcome Center. Best to wear lightweight long sleeves, pants and shoes that can get muddy. Questions - Ruth Ann Grockis 847-945-5532.
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Library Update
Several people have enjoyed “checking out” the books from our library. No due dates; no overdue
fines! Take whichever book you wish, then pass it on to a friend or return it for another. Our CHILDREN’S
SECTION has not yet been revised, but it is more accessible. Look at the shelves immediately to the right as
you enter the library or the wooden bins in the northwest corner.
Our latest addition is JIGSAW PUZZLES! Bring a puzzle you have completed (or given up on) and exchange
it for a new one. Those who complete 1000+ piece puzzle get bragging rights!

Mark Your Calendar Now!
Details to Follow

July 16 - Pickleball night
July 20 - Bernie’s Book Bank
Aug 14 - Church picnic
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234-

Trudy Bettiker
Jean Gates
Peter Ahlschwede
Bennett Dirks
Jim Koblas
Don Roth

121823-

Dane Brown
Anne-Marie Glenner
Ethan Becker
Ron Stocks
Kaitlin Driscoll
Ken Rosko
John Sieland

242730-

Daniella Cantagallo
Bernard Kasche
Sienna Dirks
Liam Sieland

Synod Assembly
9:30am Prayer Group
10:15am Bible Study

1pm Ryerson
Nature Walk

9:30am
Pentecost & Music
Sunday
11am BG Pride
Parade

9:30am Prayer
Group
10:15am Bible Study

7:30pm
Council Mtg

10am Quilters

12:00pm
Staff Planning
Mtg

9:30am
Prayer Group
9:30-2pm
Lutheran Day Nursery

9:30am
Prayer Group
10:15am Bible Study

9:30am
Prayer Group
10:15am Bible Study
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May Highlights

The monthly Church Council meeting was held on May 9th. Treasurer’s report included monthly
Benevolence offerings and other income of $30,952 for April (YTD total is $156,711 (including a transfer
from the Building Fund for furnace repairs)). Operating expenses were $41,166 in April (YTD total is
$163,736).
Pastor’s report: The busy Easter season has concluded with successful and well-attended services and
events. A new cleaning service has started for the west wing, with the prior service continuing for the front
building. Three baptisms are upcoming. The nursery school will be ending for the school year this month,
and Camp Lincolnshire be here in June. Synod assembly delegates still are needed. Confirmation is May 22.
Christian Education reported on conclusion of Tuesday LYFE on May 10 with a pizza party, and Sunday
school also concluding in May. Some new families with young children have participated recently. Jennifer
Williams conducted a survey of parents about possible summer activities. An intergenerational service
event will be held at Bernie’s Book Bank on July 20, with more information to come. Rally Day plans are
being discussed. CUFF reported that Trivia night on April 22 was a lot of fun, the nature walk at Ryerson
will be June 4 from 1-2 pm, the church picnic tentatively is set for June 26, a pickleball party is scheduled at
Tennaqua on August 13, and a Brats and Beer night is scheduled for October 1. Growth reported that June
5 is the Buffalo Grove Pride Parade, with more information to come. The new coffee machines have been
used often between services and at events. Human Needs reported that volunteers will be needed for the
June 16 Lutheran Day Nursery visit; sign up and announcements are forthcoming. We are receiving
donations for the ELCA’s Lutheran World Relief campaign to send support to victims of the Ukraine crisis,
culminating with a special appeal on May 29. Human Needs will coordinate with Christian Ed on an
intergenerational service activity in July. Long-Term Planning reported that a focus group survey draft is
underway. Personnel reported that Andy has been reviewing the congregation’s sexual harassment policy.
Property reported that Pastor Tim met with Stratus Building Solutions, who has started cleaning services.
The front door locking and closing mechanism was fixed. Joel is working to schedule D-wing Construction,
the roof installer, to repair a soffit and roof leak. Technology reported that the brace for the camera for
recording services has been installed and the camera is ready to be placed this week. We expect to start
streaming via the VMix software soon. In the meantime, services are streamed on FaceBook Live each
Sunday with a link to that recording being sent out via email. Worship and Music reported that Easter was
well attended, with brass and bells playing, and Adult and LYFE choirs singing. Music Sunday is June 5, 9:30
service. We continue recording and sending Facebook services. New Business: Newsletter transmission
issues have occurred, and many members have not received the monthly newsletter. Mail system issues
are being examined to remedy the situation. Library clean up continues.
Next council meeting currently is scheduled for June 13th at 7:30 PM. All council meetings are open to Holy
Spirit members. Minutes and reports of the council are kept in a public notebook in the narthex.

The church office is closed on Fridays from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
11

HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS
June 2022
More information may be found on our website: www.holyspirit-elca.org

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit
30 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Rev. Timothy C. Linstrom, Pastor
Phone: 847-945-1550

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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