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of the Holy Spirit
30 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

July 2022

Lincolnshire July 4th Parade
Have fun walking with us in the annual parade. Staging starts at 10 AM,
parade kick-off is at 11 AM and usually takes an hour. Sign-up online:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d48afac2da5f49-lincolnshire1.
Contact Jen Prosk at jep7513@gmail.com with questions.

July 16, 6:30 PM
Be part of the fastest growing sport in America! Join us for a night
of pickleball at Tennaqua courts - $10.00 per person - bring a snack
to share and your drinks. Sign up in the narthex. Contact Ruth Ann
Grockis at ra60015@aol.com for additional info or questions.

Mark Your Calendar Now!
Details to Follow

Aug 14—Church picnic
Aug 27— Church work day

A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
Despite my concerted efforts to avoid contracting the COVID virus, I too, have joined the ranks of those
who have tested positive, and have been quarantining until my doctor releases me to return to work. I
give thanks for having been vaccinated and boosted, for my symptoms have been pretty mild compared
to many and I am optimistic for a complete recovery. Having contracted this deadly virus has also made
me quite reflective on the six million who have died, with one million in our country alone, and also
those who continue to suffer with Long COVID or post-COVID conditions that continue to affect their
lives today, still searching for answers, relief, and healing. And it pains me to think of how this virus has
also caused so much strife in our country, fostering division, fear, and turmoil, when what people need is
cooperation, compassion, and community.

In my convalescence, I have chosen to catch up on some reading and studying, because the news brings
so much more pain, with the mass shootings and their investigations, the former president’s “big lie” and
the January 6th proceedings, the supreme court decisions, rising inflation, and the ongoing war in
Ukraine. And in all these monumental issues the desired outcome never seems to be to find a just and
righteous solution for the benefit of all, but rather, almost a desire to foster the chaos, division, and fear.
In Matthew, chapter 8 we read:
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Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was
sleeping. 25The disciples went and woke him, saying, "LORD, save us! We're going to drown!" 26He
replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves,
and it was completely calm. 27The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the
winds and the waves obey him!"

It is most reassuring to know that in the face of all the storms of life, we have a Lord and Savior who can
still the storms and bring calm to our lives even in the midst of chaos. The first step is always to trust in
the Lord who can still storms, and from there healing can proceed.
In Luke, Chapter 9 we read:
When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons
and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3He told
them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt. 4Whatever
house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5If people do not welcome you, leave their town and
shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 6So they set out and went from village to
village, proclaiming the good news and healing people everywhere.
The power to heal our infirmities, our personal demons, our community, our nation, our world, is available to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. But our focus needs to be on the one who brings peace, rather
than on the one who brings chaos. As we trust in God to still the storms, let’s be about the healing of our
world, beginning with ourselves as we submit to God’s will in our lives and then sharing the healing
spirit of God with those around us. Let’s fill our world with care and compassion for each other as we
strive for healing. God knows we need it.
And thank you all for your continued prayers for healing.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Tim
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Quilters
The quilting ministry meets on the third Tuesday of every month. No experience necessary to join them.

Meet & Greet
We reserve the last Sunday of the month at 9:30 AM for a special time of fellowship as we gather as a family
of faith to renew, sustain, and form new friendships.

Prayer Group
Our prayer group meets at 9:30 AM every Thursday morning in the sanctuary as we lift up those in need of
prayer. Join us as you are able.

EXPOS
We are taking a break for the summer. Our next meeting will be on September 13.

Thursday Bible Study — Weekly 10:15-11:30 AM
We are studying Richard Rohr's book, "The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality can Change Everything
We See, Hope For, and Believe". Drawing on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Rohr articulates a
transformative view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God's constant, unfolding work in the world. "God loves
things by becoming them," he writes, and Jesus' life was meant to declare that humanity has never been
separate from God. When we recover this fundamental truth, faith becomes less about proving Jesus was
God, and more about learning to recognize the Creator's presence all around us and in everyone we
meet. Join us as we delve into how our faith informs our dealing with the challenges of today. We always
close out time together in prayer.

Prayer Concerns
We freshen prayer concerns after 3 weeks so the list remains current. Please remember to email Laurie in
the church office at lutheranholyspirit@gmail.com when prayer concerns change or to update your
request.

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
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Children’s Ministry News
by Jennifer Williams, Children’s Ministry Director - jennifer.williamslchschildren@gmail.com
Sunday School: Plans are underway for next year! If anyone would like to assist our teaching team next fall,
please let me know!
Tuesday LYFE: We share some amazing and fun moments throughout the year during our Tuesday
meetings! Please consider joining us this fall. All kids in grades 2-6th are welcome to attend. We’ll kick off on
Tuesday, August 23.

Summer Activities:
S’Mores and More was so much fun! Thanks to all who came out!

Next is Bernie’s Books Service project on site at their location on July 20. RSVP’s are required! Please let
Jennifer know if you’d like to attend by July, 11. Space is limited and there are necessary forms to fill out in
advance. Thanks!
August 1 is on the calendar, our activity is TBD, pencil us in for family fun on that evening.

Itty Bitty Bible Camp Is BACK this year! All Prek-kindergartners are welcome to join us August 2,3,4 from
10:00-11:30 AM. We’ll be traveling down the Nile River as we learn about Baby Moses! Email Jennifer for a
registration form. Cost is $30/child and registration is due by July 22.

Save the Date: Sunday, August 21 is our Annual Backpack Blessing! Come for a blessing as we begin the
school year and stay for KONA ICE! That’s right! The Kona Ice Truck will be here on Aug. 21!
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Bishop Eaton Issues Pastoral Message on SCOTUS Ruling Regarding Roe v. Wade
June 24, 2022
Dear church,
Whatever personal perspective one might take on the June 24 abortion ruling from the Supreme Court, it is the legal framework in which we now minister, and I wish to speak a pastoral word at this time.
The Supreme Court has voted to overturn Roe v. Wade, removing federal constitutional protection for safe and legal abortion and leaving
decisions about abortion law largely to the states. As a result, safe and legal abortion will likely not be accessible in every state. This
church’s 1991 social statement Abortion argues that “the number of induced abortions is a source of deep concern” but teaches that the
practice should be legal (pp. 3, 9-10). In other words, “Laws should be enacted and enforced justly for the preservation and enhancement
of life, and should avoid unduly encumbering or endangering the lives of women” (p. 9). Overturning Roe v. Wade and placing decisions
about abortion regulation at the state level encumbers and endangers the lives of all persons who need to make
decisions about unexpected pregnancies.
First, as a pastor of this church, I want to acknowledge that this decision affects many people, especially those whose pregnancies unfold
in complex situations and the people who love them. Many now find their moral agency restricted because federal law no longer guarantees access to legal and safe abortion. They already face difficult moral questions, and the Supreme Court decision only adds to their anguish. As our social statement reminds us, we have both the freedom and the obligation to serve neighbors in complex situations. As a
church, we are called at this moment to recognize and spiritually support people who are struggling with decisions around pregnancy.
Second, as presiding bishop, I want to remind this church that, despite this new legal landscape, we continue to depend on our social
teaching for guidance. Our social statement provides the moral framework for our church's communal discernment and ministry, holding
in tension both the strong Christian presumption to preserve and protect all life as well as the complex moral situations in which
pregnancy sometimes occurs. Our social teaching is complex and does not hew to clear categories or labels such as “pro-abortion” or
“anti-abortion.”
That complexity is reflected in several points. The statement recognizes that pregnant persons have moral agency; they are the ones to
make decisions about a pregnancy (see pp. 5-6). This church and its ministers trust them to decide but expect them to make such
decisions in relationship—with God, self, partner, family, ministers and others.
I also want to underscore for the whole body of Christ the statement’s exhortation “that those who counsel persons faced with unintended pregnancies respect how deeply the woman’s pregnancy involves her whole person—body, mind and spirit—in relation to all the commitments that comprise her stewardship of life” (p. 5).
Further, our church teaching holds that there are no exclusive rights in pregnancy. A pregnant person does not have an exclusive right to
abort a fetus at all points during the pregnancy. A developing life does not have an exclusive right to be born (p. 2). This church does not
support abortion as a normative form of birth control but rather understands it as necessary in some morally responsible circumstances.
This church does not condone late-term abortions except in extreme circumstances, which must be determined by the
individual with their medical caregivers (p. 7).
This church acknowledges that individuals and religious traditions hold divergent viewpoints over when life begins. These divergent views
are not only scientific but also biblical and cultural. The ELCA social statement acknowledges these ethical ambiguities and states that
“the closer the life in the womb comes to full term the more serious such [moral] issues become.” (p. 7).
As we live into this new legal framework, we can respond to and minister in the current situation, for instance, by ministering to
individuals who seek abortions; advocating for laws that provide free or affordable health care, child care and education; providing and
promoting sex education; continuing to be a community of discernment where thoughtful and diverse perspectives can be shared and
heard; and advocating for state laws that provide legal, safe and affordable abortions, and against legislation that would outlaw abortion
in all circumstances (p. 9).
Finally, I wish to remind everyone that this church supports peaceful means of expression within a diverse society. Peaceful protest is a
crucial element of civic engagement; violent protest is not, and this church reproves it. Likewise, this church is on record against hate
speech. Let us be instruments for peace where there is none. Let us listen to one another. Let us serve the needs of neighbors in all the
complexities life presents. God calls us to be for others, just as God in Christ is for us.
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton , Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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We doubled our goal!!!!! Our drive to support Lutheran World Relief's Eastern European Ministry was a
tremendous success! Thanks to our congregation's generosity, we collected $4,800 to donate to LWF!
Additionally, we donated $220 to LSSI on Good shepherd Sunday. Many thanks to all!

Lutheran Day Nursery returned to Ryerson and LCHS
on June 16 and had a wonderful time on a beautiful
summery day. Many thanks to all who volunteered
and had fun with our young friends!

When you are out and about shopping for school supplies (or just shopping at stores or online), please
consider buying a backpack and some extra school supplies for children in need. In August, we will collect
and Pastor Tim will bless backpacks filled with school supplies for donation to a local ministry.

Thanks to all who pridefully represented LCHS at
the Buffalo Grove Pride Parade on June 5th. It was
a very fun event!

COOL Food Pantry Golf Outing
Friday, July 15
Bonnie Brook Gold Course
$175 per person—Registration & payment due by July 5
www.coolministries.org
10:30 AM Check In
11:30 AM Straight Tee Time
4:30 PM Dinner, 50/50 Raffle & Prizes
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A Prayer for Peace in the Face of Violence
Let us pray:
Lord, we are bewildered.
More violence? Another mess of blood and debris on the screen? We haven't yet recovered from the last.
Some of us are paralyzed with fear.
We hear about bombs and guns and death, and our throats close up in terror. We fear for our own lives, for the lives of
our children and our children's children. We don't know what has happened to the world we thought we knew.
We who fear confess our fear and ask for your forgiveness. Fill us with your love, for your perfect love casts out fear.
You are with us. Your rod and your staff-they comfort us.
And we pray for the people whose lives are truly endangered, who have more cause to fear.
Would you make safe havens for them? Would you lead them out of the valley of the shadow of death and into places
of light and life?
Some of us are incensed with hatred.
The wars and rumors of war incite us to start our own. Our instinct is to be overcome by evil, to take vengeance into our
own hands.
We who hate to confess our hate and ask for your forgiveness, warm our hearts with compassion and help us pursue
peace. Grant us your wisdom as we seek your kingdom by turning our cheek and walking another mile.
And we pray for the people whose hatred has led to death.
As you did with the apostle Paul, would you encounter them on the road? Would you, with your very presence,
transform threats and murder into lives lived for you?
Some of us just feel numb.
The rising death tolls spin past our eyes, but our hearts no longer read them. Years of images of violence have dulled our
senses. Another incident? We don't even flinch anymore.
We who are numb confess our numbness and ask for your forgiveness. Sharpen our senses. Cause us to care, even if
that means feeling the pain of heartbreaking sadness. Teach us empathy. Help us weep with those who weep.
And we pray for the people who weep. Would you be their consolation?
You know the pain of betrayal, of abandonment, of death. Would you heal wounds of all kinds?
Would you also-someday-give them cause to laugh? On that day, we will laugh with those who laugh.
Lord of all, gather us up-your creatures, your world- and bring an end to the violence.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Amen.
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Ever wonder where our hard-working Holy Spirit vicars have landed? Some of the info below is from the
ELCA website, and some information was garnered by Jeanne Nelson by reaching out via Facebook or
email (thank you, Jeanne). If anyone has updates on our vicars, please send an email to the church office!
Zachary Bey – After graduating from LSTC in 2010, Zach Bey received his first call in Medina and Streeter,
ND. 3 years later, he and his wife Juli moved back to his home state of Iowa when he took a call at First
Lutheran Church in Newton. Zach's time at First Lutheran was not an easy one and resulted in a lot of
stress. In 2017 he resigned his call at First Lutheran Church and went On Leave from Call. Since then, Zach
has been working at Grinnell United Methodist Church as their Pastoral Assistant. He continues to use his
gifts and talents in leading worship, preaching, teaching, and pastoral care. Grinnell UMC has been a great
place for Zach to heal from the emotional wounds and learn some new skills for pastoral ministry. He is
currently working with the bishop to find a new call within the ELCA. When he's not working, he can often
be found in the community theatre acting, directing, or generally having fun, or playing board games with
Juli and/or his friends. Zach thanks the people of the Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit for supporting and
nurturing him while on internship; LCHS will always hold a special place for Zach.

Eric Schlichting (August 2009-August 2010) is pastor at Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, St. John, Indiana.
Crystal Ann Solie (August 2010-August 2011) The latest from Casa del Solie - Ten years after graduating
seminary, my life is in quite a different place than perhaps I imagined it would be. Returning to Corporate
America as an IT project manager, I’ve developed a reputation for opening meetings with stories about
my family and the occasional Broadway showtune or Star Wars joke. While this is rather unconventional, I
am finding that it is exactly what has been needed in light of the emotional and psychological toll COVID
has taken on employers and employees. Many of my skills for ministry are finding use in organizing
educational and social events to promote a welcoming workplace.
Married 13 years this August, Lindsay and I find new adventures and joys in family life. We try to travel to
NYC each year to indulge in shows and ethnic food that is otherwise a little lacking in our part of FL. The
girls have grown so much (Georgia 10 and Eliza 8) and are adopting our love of travel. Georgia is in the
video production club and on the math team at school. Eliza is our social butterfly and has made friends
with all of the kids up and down our street. Both girls love horseback riding and have been enjoying the
responsibilities that come with fostering kittens from our local animal shelter.
We make plans and God laughs – but God is definitely bringing us into fullness and joy. We give thanks
every night in our prayers for the people and experiences that have brought us to today and remember
our time at Holy Spirit fondly. Grace and peace to all.
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David Hulse (August 2011-August 2012) is chaplain at Lowell General Hospital, Winchester,
Massachusetts.
Kyle Severson (August 2013 – August 2014) After serving as pastor of St. Philip, Glenview, for five
years, Pastor Kyle Severson joined the staff of Bishop Curry and the Metropolitan Chicago Synod as
Associate to the Bishop and Director of Candidacy and Mobility - which means he relates to about 50
congregations in Lake County and along the 290 corridor (Oak Park thru Hinsdale), as well as
accompanies those in formation to become pastors and deacons and oversees the process for changing calls. He was recently appointed to serve on the President's Advisory Council for Augustana
College. Kyle and Clyde bought a house in Des Plaines in July 2020 and live there with their sweet cat,
Simeon.
Daniel Miller (August 2014-August 2015) – is Associate Pastor at St. Timothy Lutheran Church in
Naperville.
Erin Koster (August 2015- August 2016)— A message from Erin: Hi, LCHS! I hope you all have been
well. The last six years have been eventful for me. After my internship year and graduation, my
husband Cory and I spent some time in southern California, where he was working. We planned on
expanding our family and moved again to be closer to relatives. I spent three great years as pastor
with a congregation in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, where we welcomed our first baby,
Thomas (Tommy), named after my grandfather. At the start of 2020, we once again prepared to
welcome a baby, and I left my position to stay home to take care of Tommy and our newest addition,
Theodore (Theo) while Cory continued to work in IT. We live in the Minneapolis area now. Both boys
are growing so quickly. I have been staying active in the church doing pulpit supply. Now that a couple years have passed, I’m looking to return to ministry. I will spend the summer at a church in my
area while their pastor is on sabbatical. At the end of June, the congregation will vote to potentially
call me as associate pastor there. I am excited to see what the future holds in all facets of my
vocation. Take care, and I hope to see you again!
Dennis Waugh (August 2017 – March, 2018 ) We don’t find him listed on the ELCA website, and
Google wasn’t helpful.
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Ryan Becker
Pam Labellarte
Darlene Neumann
Kami Spoehr
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Mary Lou Gilliam
Gabrielle Brown
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Chris Miller
Elaine Petersen
Mitch Prosk
Paul Becker
Kymm Brown
Joshua Neela

Outdoor worship has returned!!
Services on July 17 and August 14 ( just prior to the church picnic!) will be held outside on the south parking
lot at 9:30 AM, weather permitting of course! Join us on these two Sundays!

9:30am
Prayer Group
10:15am Bible Study

10:00am
4th of July
Parade

9:30am Prayer
Group
10:15am Bible Study

9:30am Outdoor
Worship

10am Quilters

4:30pm Bernie’s
Book Bank

6:30pm
Pickleball

9:30am Prayer Group
10:15am Bible Study

9:30am
Prayer Group
10:15am Bible Study
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June Highlights

The monthly Church Council meeting was held on June 13th. Treasurer’s report included monthly Benevolence offerings
and other income of $19,747 for May (YTD total is $176,457 (including a transfer from the Building Fund for furnace
repairs)). Operating expenses were $40,323 in May (YTD total is $204,059).
Pastor’s report: We have welcomed some member families into the Congregation. Confirmation and Music Sunday
were well-received and well-attended. The Synod Assembly was held with emphasis on diversity and included a
powerful presentation about Native Americans. The Assembly also included discussion of ongoing COVID-related
practices, which included a return to mandatory mask-wearing in some congregations based upon community
circumstances; our task force continues to monitor local conditions. Pastor Tim continues to tend to a variety of
pastoral needs and asks for our prayers. Camp Lincolnshire has begun for the summer. Planning for next year’s draft
calendar is beginning. The congregation must look at strategies for increasing engagement and managing the
property. Christian Education reported that LYFE and Sunday School concluded, with a wonderful LYFE choir
performance on Music Sunday. Children’s/Youth Ministry activities will be conducted on June 22, July 20, and August 1
and will welcome participation by members of all ages. Plans are underway for an all-member Spirit event in early
September in coordination with other congregation committees. CUFF reported that 9 people attended the Ryerson
Nature Walk, with all able to hear the naturalist as she walked us through the woods. Saturday, July 16 is pickleball at
6:30pm at Tennaqua. A small fee will be charged; paddles and balls will be available for those who haven't played. The
church picnic will be Sunday August 14, noon-3:00 pm at Tennaqua; a volunteer is needed to be in charge of games,
food TBA. A movie night will be held on September 16. October 1 is Brats and Beer night. Finance reported that we will
continue with regular mortgage payments without a prepayment this year. Growth reported that the Buffalo Grove
Pride Parade was a positive and fun event representing the congregation well; a July 4 parade participation survey will
be circulated; and thanked our amazing hospitality team. Human Needs reported that our support for ELCA’s Lutheran
World Relief campaign to send support to victims of the Ukraine crisis was a great success, culminating with a special
appeal on May 29 with Kathy playing the Ukraine national anthem on organ, a special litany (on blue and yellow paper),
and receipt of donations. Due to our congregation’s tremendous generosity, we received $4,800 in donations—
doubling our initial goal of $2,400! Human Needs will coordinate with Christian Ed for the July 20 outing to Bernie’s
Book Bank, with details forthcoming. In August, we will coordinate with Christian Ed/Youth to collect and fill backpacks
with school supplies for a partner ministry such as Sagrado Corazon. Personnel reported that Andy has made draft
revisions to the congregation’s sexual harassment policy. Property reported that Joel has been meeting with D-wing
Construction regarding soffit that needs repairs. Joel met with LCNS last week, and they have been pleased with the
new cleaning service. Joel took care of the carpenter bee problem LCNS had, and he will repair the damage the bees
caused. Technology reported that we are testing the new equipment and software and making adjustments as needed
while services continue to be streamed on Facebook Live with an email link of the recording being sent. Worship and
Music reported that Music Sunday was a great success. We continue recording and sending Facebook services. We will
hold outdoor services on July 17 and August 14 will be outdoor services.
Next council meeting currently is scheduled for August 15th at 7:30 PM. All council meetings are open to Holy Spirit
members. Minutes and reports of the council are kept in a public notebook in the narthex.

The church office is closed on Fridays from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
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HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS
July 2022
More information may be found on our website: www.holyspirit-elca.org

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit
30 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Rev. Timothy C. Linstrom, Pastor
Phone: 847-945-1550

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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