Lutheran Church
of the Holy Spirit
30 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

August 2021

Itty Bitty Bible Camp
August 3, 4, 5

10:00-11:30 AM

Designed for children ages 4-6 years old, we will hear stories, sing songs and do
crafts. Our theme is Noah’s Ark. The cost is $30 per child; $50/family with multiple
children.
Register at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSesZjnKnN5eG7BTP3GwTP5LlVNDP9_-w0evVouS7fXyko3FAw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
or email Jennifer Williams.

Blessing of the
Backpacks Worship Service
Sunday, August 22 at 9:30 AM
Whether you are a student or teacher, everyone is welcome to bring their
backpacks/totes to be blessed for a successful school year.

Kona Ice Truck
Aug. 22 at 10:30 AM
Join us for fellowship and a cool treat in the church
parking lot after the Blessing of the Backpack service.
It’s been a while since we’ve been together so let’s
gather and catch up. See you there!

A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
Earlier this summer I had a chance to take some vacation time to visit my daughter Julia in Hawaii. We had a
wonderful time, as we took in all the scenery from the mountains to the ocean and as we took in the
hospitality of all the beautiful people that we met. A large extended Hawaiian family was celebrating a
child’s birthday in a park next to where we were, and they did everything possibly to include us as a part of
their celebration. As we watched them dance and laugh, while sharing food and drink with us, I marveled at
how easy it was for them to share and create community with whoever was there, and they made sure to reach
out to some of the homeless as well, as they shared food with them from the abundance God had given them.
And I couldn’t help but reflect on the many Christian directives about building community, caring for one
another, and welcoming one another, like Paul wrote:
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7
“Live in harmony with each other. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.” Romans 12:16
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:2-3
Another standout experience from my vacation occurred on a hike I went on with my daughter and her husband. Having hiked 9 miles on one day including climbing up Diamond Head, I was confident as I set out on
another trek that included a significant climb. At the bottom of the mountain was a warning sign about the
treachery of the climb and that one could lose their life on this trail. But I huffed and puffed my way to the
summit to experience an incredible view of the ocean and mountains. It was breath taking! But on the
descent, I lost my footing as the dirt slipped out from under my feet and I fell. I was able to grab a small tree
on my way down which only caused further injury as I twisted my arm in an awkward way. Fortunately, I
was able to stop before my momentum carried me off the mountain. Scraped up, bruised, with an injured
arm, I stopped to catch my breath and determine the extent of my injuries.
As I reflected on this accident, I thought of how oftentimes we may start out on a new venture confident and
strong, but with the journey comes weariness, perhaps even some fear. You lose your footing, you lose your
focus, you lose your grip, and you fall. For a moment, which seems like forever, you tumble wildly, out of
control. But then you stop and regroup and receive the support of another. Now you are wiser. You have
learned to go slowly. You are careful. You are cautious. But you are also confident that you can go on, and
you don’t quit.
Our journey in life is like that. Our falls may be great, but God’s strength is greater, and God will see you
through. You will make it. You will see the summit. You will stand at the top. And when you get there,
you’ll join all the others who have made the climb and celebrate.

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault
and with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power, and authority, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, before all ages, now and forever more! Amen” (Jude 24)
As you enjoy this rest of this summer, I encourage you to take on a new challenge, a new mountain to climb,
trusting that God is with you and will direct and guide you. And I encourage you to see how easily you can
build community by reaching out and welcoming and sharing with those who God puts before you. And one
last thing, be careful out there!
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Tim
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Quilters
The quilting ministry will be meeting on August 17 at 10:00 AM. You are invited to join us on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. No experience necessary.

Meet & Greet
Before the COVID-19 Pandemic, we traditionally would reserve the last Sunday of the month for a special time
of fellowship after or between our worship services. We're planning to resume this practice beginning
Sunday, August 29th after our 9:30 AM worship service. Please join us as we gather as a family of faith to
renew, sustain, and form new friendships.

Prayer Group
Our prayer group is continuing to meet at 9:30 AM every Thursday using ZOOM. If you'd like to pray with us,
please contact Jeanne Nelson at jnelson814@comcast.net and she will send you the link to be invited in.

EXPOS– We’re Baaack!
We are planning to have our first in-person gathering on Sept. 14th at 10:30 AM. Since we have not met since
March of 2020, we would love to see everyone! More details to follow as we get closer to the date.

Live Streaming Help Needed
Do you take a lot of pictures with your cell phone? Do you spend time on YouTube? Are you interested in
making movies? Then we'd love for you to share your gifts with us as we begin using our new equipment to
live stream our worship services and other events. We have a new camera and video software that's actually
a lot of fun to work with, and offers all kinds of creative ways to share our church with the virtual world. If
you'd like to join our new live stream team please contact Pastor Tim or the church office.

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
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Children’s Ministry News
by Jennifer Williams, Children’s Ministry Director - jennifer.williamslchschildren@gmail.com

Summer Season of Service
Our service gatherings have been a huge success! During our first meeting,
we created duffle bags through “Together We Rise”. We were then paired
with the Palatine branch of Children’s Home and Aid. These adorable preschoolers were the very happy recipients of our bags.

During our second meeting, we were able to create 24 Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief! We’ll be
tracking our shipment and letting everyone know where the supplies go.

Sunday School
Our new year will begin on Sunday, September 19 during education hour (9:45-10:25 AM). We are welcoming
all kids ages prek-3 through 6th grade. It is exciting to plan our time back together. If any adults might be
interested in lending a hand, we’d love to have you! Please reach out to Jennifer Williams.

Tuesday LYFE
Our first meeting of this year will be on August 24. All 2nd—6th graders are encouraged to join us at 4 PM
every Tuesday as we have a ton of fun learning about God and the Bible.

RALLY DAY - September 12
To kick off a new year of Sunday School and our regular programs and activities, each September we have a
Rally Day, where we have a blessing and commissioning of our Sunday School teachers, and an opportunity for
the students to meet their teachers. This is usually followed with a celebration in the parking lot with crafts,
food, games, and fellowship. As we continue to navigate our way through COVID-19 restrictions, our Rally Day
is a work in progress. But please put the date on your calendar for a great celebration, and volunteer to
help. As things are still taking shape we will need your participation and support. We look forward to an exciting Holy Spirit-filled year, and that you will be a big part of it.
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August Birthdays
178-

12

Patti Schroetter
Al Ohm
Helen Sieland
Sandy Kalas
Karin Leska
Kimberly Weller
Patrick Cantagallo
Julie Kasche

13-

1418-

20-

Jennifer Prosk
Jenny Williams
Kathryn Stein
Parker Deloye
Rob Sieland
Ajay Upadhyay
Lois Wass
Conrad Dick

21-

283031-

Mike Pedersen
Rozanna Shambrook
Bruce Leska
Andrew Shambrook
Ruth Ann Grockis
Brian Driscoll

Many thanks to all who have been maintaining community connections and participating in
community service and outreach initiatives this summer. We have had great participation in
supporting the LGBT community, the less fortunate with food pantry contributions, Vitalant's Blood
Drive, A Safe Place to assist domestic violence victims, and Lutheran World Relief.
In August, we will again be coordinating with our family ministry to lift up a longstanding community partner
of the congregation--Holy Family Ministries. In past years, members have generously provided backpacks and
school supplies to fulfill HFM's back-to-school supply wish lists. This year, we are aiming even higher! New
HFM students are in need of Chromebooks, which cost $200 a piece. We have set a goal to provide HFM with
financial assistance to purchase 5 Chromebooks ($1,000). Donations can be made in any way you normally
make contributions or donations--just please be sure to identify any HFM donation (whether cash or check in
an envelope, or electronically) with a notation that the funds are earmarked for HFM-CHROMEBOOKS. Please
prayerfully reflect on your ability to assist this vital ministry with a financial contribution of any size and keep
an eye out in the narthex, emails and newsletters for updates on our progress! Also, HFM, as always, can use
school supplies, so if you prefer to make a donation of school supplies, they can be dropped off in the
narthex, marked as for HFM-School Supplies. Please contact Donna Williams at 847-331-7651
or rdrjwilliams@att.net with any questions.
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Youth Gathering
July 24-28, 2022
Every three years, 30,000 youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America gather for a week of faith formation known as The Gathering. Through days spent in
interactive learning, worship and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired
to live their faith in their daily lives.
This year’s theme in Minneapolis is “BOUNDLESS, God beyond measure.” There will be more information
to come over the next several weeks. Crossroads parents, please put these dates on your calendar for next
summer and get the kids ready for an incredible experience. I am lucky to be coordinating this group and
will be looking for a few of you to come along and share this with our kids.
Our first fundraising event is a CAR WASH on Sunday, September 26. Breakfast will be provided, bring a
friend! Please email me at jennifer.williamslchschildren@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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Council did not meet in July

Prayer Concerns
We freshen prayer concerns after 3 weeks so the list remains current. Please remember to email
Laurie in the church office at lutheranholyspirit@gmail.com when prayer concerns change or to
update your request.

Confirmation Parents Meeting
Tuesday, August 31 6 PM
Parents of 7th & 8th graders should plan on attending this important meeting when class details, dates,
calendars and expectations will be discussed. Let Pastor Tim know if you have any questions.

Church Office Entrance
With the preschool starting back up in early September, please use the church entrance and check in
with Laurie when in the building. We want to ensure the safety of all children and need to make sure
no one is wondering about the facility.

Tax-exempt Letter
When making purchases for the church, please use our tax exempt letter because our NFP status entitles
us to pay no sales taxes.
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HOLY SPIRIT HAPPENINGS
August 2021
More information may be found on our website: www.holyspirit-elca.org

Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit
30 Riverwoods Road
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Rev. Timothy C. Linstrom, Pastor
Phone: 847-945-1550

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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